


FACULTY START UP RESEARCH GRANT (FSRG} POLICY, 2021 

Indian Institute of Technology Kharagpur 

llT Kharagpur is planning to introduce a new policy of supporting newly joined faculty members with 
start up research grant, replacing the previous ISIRD scheme. The vision of this new scheme is to go 
beyond the purview of providing a mere seed grant for these faculty members, but rather fostering a 
mechanism for holistic support via structured mentorship on research program and proposal 
development, engagement in research-oriented team work involving interdisciplinary and 
multidisciplinary members mentored by expert and experienced seniors etc. The support will also 
include identifying a target funding agency upfront, so that the proposal may be structured and 
formatted as per their speci fic requirement. The central idea wi ll be to provide a platform to the newly 
joined facu lty member to develop a strong research proposal for extramural support, with a part of 
the background work being funded by an intramural start up grant. The gamut of this complementary 
intramural support shall be unrestrictive in principle, and may be ascertained on a case to case basis 
as per recommendation of an empowered internal review cum mentoring committee. 

In consultation with the Unit Head, the newly joined faculty member sha ll be strongly encouraged to 
submit a proposal of the envisaged research program along with specific budget for their start-up 
cost s to the office of the Dean, SRIC, within twelve months of their joining. Sufficient detail in the 
research plan is needed to enable the Institute to determine the internal investment that will lead to 
the development of a productive research program centered around that proposal. The Institute will 
foster various mechanisms for internal review and mentoring to strengthen the proposal in an effort 
to enhance the possibilities of a positive outcome when assessed by an extramural funding agency in 
a competitive framework. 

REQUIRED ITEMS FOR FACULTY START-UP RESEARCH GRANT REQUEST 

1. A detailed proposal inclusive of requested intramural and extramural support in a .format as per the 
requirement of a target funding agency. 

2. Properly execut ed " Faculty Start-up Research Grant Request Form" (typical ly 40% o f the Project 
budget is to be exp lored via extramural grant, including research grants of Govern ment/ Privat e 
funding agencies and Industrial support). 

3. Candidate's CV. 
4. Brief (max. 3 pages) description of the proposed research program, including plan to become: a) self

sustaining and b) successfully competitive for completely independent external funding for the future. 
5. Itemized budget (with reasonable estimates, quotes are not needed; all major items should be listed). 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

1. Full proposal for .extramural support, of which the start-up grant may be a sub-component, shall be 
first reviewed internally by an expert panel constituted by the Dean, SRIC. After deliberations and 
possible modifications, the eligibility of the start-up grant shall be confirmed on recommendation of 
this committee. The committee will not merely review the proposal as a critic, but will provide due 
guidance and me ntoring towards improvement and refinement as per the spedfic requirement. 

2. A start-up grant is to be approved only when the mentioned complementary project proposal is 
submitted for extramural funding, with the start-up grant being clearly shown as the Institutional 
contribution to the budget of the extramural grant being applied for. 
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